
 AP SPANISH LANGUAGE 
Summer Assignment for the 2018 - 19 academic year 

Due throughout the summer 
 

Overview: 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
In order to prepare for AP Spanish it is imperative that you continue to listen, read, and 
speak throughout the summer.  The goals of your summer assignments are:  

✓ to help you maintain your current level of Spanish 
✓ to improve your vocabulary skills  
✓ to build your vocabulary base 
✓ to increase your knowledge of cultural and political topics 
✓ to raise your awareness of current events and their effects on the  

Spanish-speaking world 

Over the eight-week summer break you will be expected to complete a total of 3 video 
blogs and you will have the option to complete additional assignments.  This will allow 
you to skip a few weeks where you may not have access to the Internet.  During these 
weeks, it is expected that you will review the grammar that you have learned to date in 
your Spanish classes.  Grammar will NOT be the focus in AP.  You will be working 
toward comprehension of authentic, native Spanish and you will be expected to respond 
using original language.  Control of grammar will help you demonstrate command of the 
language.  Ultimately, you will be expected to demonstrate control of all grammar 
presented throughout the Spanish program at Unionville. 

In order to complete all of your summer work for AP Spanish you will need to use 
Señora’s CANVAS page.  Your username and password are the same as your SAM 
login.  You will receive an email inviting you to enroll in my course.  YOU MUST 
ACCEPT THIS INVITATION TO BEGIN. 

CANVAS: You will simply log on to CANVAS/ Español V, AP and follow the links for 
your summer work assignments.  We will have a meeting to go over all needed 
information. 



 

MANDATORY WORK : 

Video Blog:  you will post three (3) video blogs during the summer.  You will find 
the assignment for each blog on the BLOG page.  Follow the links and the 
instructions for each blog.  These are to be completed throughout the summer. 
They will have available dates and you should receive a notification of the due 
dates.  

OPTIONAL WORK: 

Assignments:  You may choose to complete any of the following assignments. 
You will go to the page for each assignment you choose and complete/submit the 
required documentation. It should take no more than one hour to complete each 
activity. You are encouraged to complete them throughout the summer .  

You may complete as many as you like. This work is OPTIONAL. 

I will not award points for any work completed after August 31th, or submitted on 
the same day/week. See below for more information on your grade. 

1. Learn a song a week (3) 

 

Find three songs from the top 10 songs on iTunes Latino or from a Latin American country on 

Spottify. Find the lyrics on the Internet and print them out. Listen to the song and sing along with 

the words. Then, challenge yourself to try and remember the words without looking at the lyrics 

sheet. Play the song every day at least once. Listen to it while you’re driving, waiting for the bus, 

making breakfast or out for a run. Listen to it over and over again until you can sing it all the way 

through without looking at the lyrics.  The next week, choose a new song and repeat the process. 

By the end of the summer, you should have a playlist of Spanish music to share with the class! 

(Skill area: listening) 

Search for at least song that carries with it a strong political or social message. (Calle 13, 

Juanes, La Santa Cecilia, Lila Downs, etc.) Compare this song with a song from our 

community. Prepare a comparación cultural using both songs for your comparison. Answer this 

essential question: How does popular music reflect the attitudes and values of the youth in your 

community? 

 

 



2. Watch a movie a week in the target language (3) 

 

Watching movies is a great way to get exposure to authentic language. Turn on the sub-titles if 

you need to. If you’re up for a challenge, leave the sub-titles off and just enjoy the film. Set 

yourself a goal such as: Watching movies by the same director or watching a different genre of 

movie every week. Watch an action movie one week and a comedy the next, for example. Keep 

notes about the movies you watch and any new words or phrases you’ve picked up. Design a 

portfolio of films to recommend to the class.  

Design a movie poster for your favorite movie and upload it to canvas.  

Compare this movie to a movie from our community. Prepare a comparación cultural de dos 

minutos and upload it to canvas. Answer the following essential question: What role do popular 

films play in contemporary life and the identity of your community?  (Skill area: 

listening/speaking) 

3. Las noticias: set up a twitter account and begin to follow 

news, blogs, and other learning sites (word-a-day, etc.) or listen 

to a podcast on Notes in Spanish.com (advanced season 2). 

Subscribe to a Spanish news youtube channel. (weekly - 6 

entries) 

 

News is a fantastic way to get exposure to authentic language – and learn what’s going on in the 

world. There are a few different ways to access the news. Find a news article on a topic you’re 

interested in and read it through. Read for content and meaning, trying to get the gist of what it is 

saying. Then read it again to get the deeper meaning and the details. If you prefer a more 

structured approach, dissect the article to find the “5 Ws” (Who? What? When? Where? Why?) in 

the article and record them in your “diario de noticias”. Find one or two new vocabulary words an 

add them to your list. Finally, participate with the greater community by posting questions and 

replies to tweets.  (Skill areas: reading, listening and possibly writing, if you choose to incorporate 

it). 

This is not meant to be a repeat of work completed in Spanish IV Honors. You are to look for 

current topics. Please focus on the countries of Paraguay, Venezuela, Cuba, Spain, Costa Rica, 

Ecuador, and Colombia. FInd articles that specifically relate to one (or more) of the AP themes: 

Families and Communities 

Contemporary Life 



Global Challenges 

Science and Technology 

Personal and Public Identities 

Art and Aesthetics 

Upload a weekly log (total of 6) to canvas. 

4. Once a week, check out a new restaurant, store or cultural 

event that specializes in the Spanish-speaking world. (3) 

 

Choose one day a week where you make a point to try a restaurant you’ve never been to where 

they serve authentic food from someplace where Spanish is spoken. Try to speak to the staff in 

Spanish. Ask questions about the menu. Alternately, find the shops around your city that import 

food an other goods from the countries where Spanish is spoken. Find out where they are located 

and go there. Explore the store and find one or two new products to try. Talk to the staff and tell 

them you are curious and want to learn. Chances are, they’ll be pleased to help. Finally, make a 

point to find out about cultural events such as festivals, concerts, dance performances or plays in 

Spanish. Go. Have fun. Soak it all in. Experience authentic sounds, smells and tastes and make 

these part of your language experience. Find out what’s going on in your local community and 

become a part of it. This may be easier to do in urban areas than in smaller towns, but it may be 

worth a trip into town, too.  

Research a recipe that has cultural significance in the Spanish-speaking world. Buy the ingredients 

from a local hispanic market. Reflect on this experience. Did you try and speak Spanish? Go home 

and prepare the food following the recipe. Make a video of this activity, and upload it on Canvas. 

(Skill areas: Reading, writing, speaking and listening.) 

5. Start a book club! (2) 

Research two different Spanish-speaking authors of short stories such as Cortázar, Matute, 

Allende, Márquez, etc. Get your friends to join you as you attempt to read at least one story per 

author. Write a review of the book/story including all the pertinent information needed to entice 

me to read the piece. Upload your review to canvas.  

Have a discussion with the other members of your group and find an author/story to use in a 

cultural comparison. Prepare a google presentation on the authors and their work answering the 

essential question: How does literature reflect the history of a community in general and convey 

the experience of individuals on a personal level as well? (Skill areas: Reading, writing, and 

speaking.)  



HIGHLY SUGGESTED: Grammar review - You will find several Powerpoint 
presentations along with three excellent websites to use for your review on 
CANVAS. You may also borrow a textbook from Señora Hawkes if you think 
that Internet access may be an issue at some point during the summer. 
Grammar concepts to be reviewed: 

 El indicativo:  all tenses   

El imperative:  all commands  

Ser and Estar   

Los reflexivos  

La “se” impersonal/pasiva 

Nouns and adjectives (gender and agreement) (Unit II in grammar text)  

Uses and conjugations of the past indicative: el pretérito/el imperfecto/ el 
pluscuamperfecto 

El subjuntivo: el presente y el presente perfecto: “core uses” o “ las luces rojas” 

Assessment:  Your summer work will be assessed for participation and effort . 
You will be expected to present your summer work to the class in the first weeks 
of September.  All of these assignments are designed to help you earn the grade 
you desire as you begin a very rigorous, college-level course, while giving you 
honest feedback in all skill levels.  Participation in the video blog will be fun and 
probably the most beneficial part of this summer assignment. 

This is meant to be completed throughout the summer. I will be looking at the 
dates each assignment was entered on Canvas. I will not award cedit to work 
completed in one day, or one week. I will not award credit for late work and I will 
not accept repeated work from Spanish IVH. If you choose NOT to do the work, it 
will not hurt you. This can only help you. Please make it meaningful.  

 
 
 
 
 
 



¡Estás listo para empezar el trabajo de verano!  
Buena suerte.  

 

  
¡Nos veremos en agosto! 
 
 


