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AP US History Course Information and Summer Assignment 
 

In the pages that follow you will find all of the information necessary to orient yourself with the AP US History 
course and complete the required summer work. 
 
AP US History is the equivalent of two semesters of a college level US History course covering material from pre-
Columbian America to present day. This course is a reading intensive course and you are expected to willingly 
devote between 30 minutes and 1 hour per night on homework for this class. In addition to reading the textbook 
cover to cover you will also be required to read significant supplementary primary and secondary source readings. 
This course is fast paced, covering approximately a chapter per week. 
 
Students are expected to acquire, and are responsible for, the content of the assigned readings. Class time will not 
be dedicated to pure content acquisition/material covered in the text. Instead, class time will mostly be devoted to 
developing and refining historical thinking skills through extensive discussion and writing. All students are 
expected to come to class prepared and actively engaged in productive class discussion. 
 
For more information about the specific content and structure of the course, the following pages in this packet are 
derived from the College Board AP US History Curriculum Framework and provide a more detailed overview of 
the course. Be sure to read through this information BEFORE beginning the summer assignment. 
 
SUMMER ASSIGNMENT 
The following summer assignment is due on the first day of school (August 31st). No exceptions and no late 
work will be accepted. 
 
The APUSH summer assignment is designed to familiarize you with the content of Units 1 & 2, to begin having 
you “think historically” and to assess your ability to develop sophisticated responses to historical questions. In 
order to accomplish all of this, the summer assignment has two parts and is worth a total of 60 points (4 quiz 
grades). 
 
Part I: Students will acquire and read Colonial America: A Very Short Introduction by Alan Taylor (information 
on acquiring this book is included in this packet*) and complete the reading and discussion questions. The study 
guides must be legibly handwritten in blue or black ink. All work must be completed in your own words and in 
grammatically correct complete sentences that include references to specific historical events/people/ideas. 
There will be a 30-question quiz on this material on the 2nd day of class (September 1st). 
 
Part I is worth 45 points and will be assessed for the quality of written responses. The highest scoring responses 
will display a clear understanding of the concepts discussed in the text as they relate to the questions.  
 
*Specific information for ordering this book is on the next page. Please contact Mr. Stafford as soon as possible if 
there are any issues in acquiring this book.  
 
Part II: Students will read the introduction (provided at the end of this packet) to Alan Taylor’s American Colonies 
and respond to the discussion questions. Again, all answers must be legibly handwritten in blue or black ink. 
All work must be completed in your own words and in grammatically correct complete sentences which display an 
understanding of the historical concepts related to the question.  
 
Part II is worth 15 points and will be assessed for the quality of written responses. The highest scoring responses 
will display a clear understanding of the concepts discussed in the text as they relate to the questions.  

 



 
SUMMER ASSIGNMENT BOOK INFORMATION 

 
Each student is required to obtain a copy of Colonial America: A Very Short Introduction by Alan Taylor 
(see below). Be sure NOT to purchase Alan Taylor’s much longer book American Colonies. You will 
read the introduction to this for Part II of the summer assignment, but Part I requires you to read the 
Taylor’s condensed version in the “A Very Short Introduction” series.  
 
You may choose either the paperback version or and e-reader version (Kindle, Nook, ect).  
 
If you have trouble obtaining a copy of the book or need financial assistance, please reach out to me 
(cstafford@ucfsd.net)  as soon as possible (no later than August 10th) and I will make sure that you 
receive a copy. If you contact me regarding obtaining a copy later than August 10th I cannot guarantee I 
will be able to provide you with a copy of the book.  
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Part I: Reading Questions for Colonial America: A Very Short Introduction 
 

Directions: As you read through Colonial America respond to the reading and discussion questions for each 
chapter* in complete sentences. Responses must be legibly handwritten in blue or black ink. All work must be 
completed in your own words and in grammatically correct complete sentences which display an understanding of 
the historical concepts related to the question. This assignment is worth 45 points and will be assessed for the 
quality of written responses. The highest scoring responses will display a clear understanding of the concepts 
discussed in the text as they relate to the questions. 
 
* - Note- You do not have to read chapter 6 or chapter 8. 
 
Introduction: Maps 
 

1. Taylor claims that the 1721 map draw by a group of Catawaba chiefs and presented to English colonists, 
“offers an alternative vision of coexistence on native terms.” Explain what he means by this. How does that 
map depict Native American communities and how does that challenge the typical historical narrative? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. Historians write history based on a certain set of assumptions and cultural influences that are unique to 
them. Over time historical narrative change based on the historians contemporary contexts. The study of 
how history is studied is called historiography. The period of the first European contact in the Americas is a 
great example of how shifting perspectives can affect how historical actors are portrayed. Taylor describes 
three approaches to the study of this period. Explain the differences between Atlantic, Continental, and 
“American exceptionalism” history. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Chapter 1: Encounters 
 

1. How does Taylor describe Native American gender roles? 
 
 
 
 



2. How does Taylor describe the interaction between Native American peoples prior to European arrival? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3. Describe the Hohokam and Anasazi societies. What happened to them? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4. Describe the societies that developed near the Mississippi. What happened to them? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5. How does image 2, the aerial perspective of Cahokia, contradict the typical portrayal of Native Americans 
in North America? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6. Taylor claims “The new discoveries and their exploitation transformed Europe from a parochial backwater 
into the world’s most dynamic and powerful continent.” How does Taylor support his claim? Is his 
argument convincing? Explain your reasoning. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



7. When Europeans and Native Americans came into contact they developed a complex system of exchange 
that radically changed both the Americas and Europe. Today historians refer to these interactions as the 
Columbian Exchange- and exchange of people, livestock, plants, and disease. How did contact and 
exchanges between the Europeans and Native Americans effect each?  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Chapter 2: New Spain 
 

1. What motivated the Spanish conquistadors to come to the Americas? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. How were the Spanish colonies organized? 
 
 
 
 

3. Define encomienda. 
 
 
 

4. Explain the castas hierarchy system the Spanish developed. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5. Describe the role of religion in Spanish colonization. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



6. Why was the Pueblo Revolt significant? How can the Spanish interaction with the Pueblo serve as an 
archetype for the Spanish New World? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Chapter 3: New France 
 

1. What was the major commodity that French colonists sought? 
 
 
 
 

2. How did trade with the French effect the behavior of Native Americans? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3. Taylor claims the “fur trade implicated traders and natives in mutual dependence.” Explain what he meant 
by this. How is this different from the Spanish? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4. Who were the coureurs de bois? 
 
 
 
 

5. Explain “what the historian Richard White has called ‘the middle ground’” and the misunderstandings that 
existed between the French and Natives. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Chapter 4: Chesapeake Colonies 
 

1. There were a multitude of reasons why people from England set off to colonize the New World. All of 
these reasons can be categorized as either “push” or “pull” factors. Push factors are what drove them from 
where they already were. Pull factors are what allured them to the New World. What were the “push” 
factors that drove the English to colonize the new world? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. Compare and contrast the Native American interactions with the English, Spanish, and the French. Your 
response should address both similarities and differences in how each European country’s colonizers 
interacted with the Native Americans they encountered.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3. Explain the impact of the introduction of tobacco in Virginia. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



4. Define the term indentured servant and explain their impact on/importance to the Chesapeake colonies. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5. Taylor claims that “social mobility quickly diminished after 1665.” Explain why this happened. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6. Explain the causes and effects of Bacon’s Rebellion.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7. Explain the connection between Bacon’s Rebellion, slavery, and the reshaping of Colonial Virginian 
society. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

8. Describe how slavery evolved and changed during the 17th century. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Chapter 5: New England 
 

1. Describe the difference between the English colonists who settled in New England compare to those who 
settled in the Chesapeake. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. Define and explain the motivations of “the Great Migration”. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3. How did geography and climate effect the growth of the various colonies in British America? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4. What are the key characteristics of the New England colonies economy? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5. Explain the role of religion is shaping New England society. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



6. Describe and explain the key events marked the relationship between New England colonists and the 
regions Native Americans. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Chapter 6: West Indies and Carolina- SKIP CHAPTER 6 
Chapter 7: British America 
 

1. Explain what Taylor means when he states, “in transatlantic migration, push was stronger than pull…” 
 
 
 
 
 

2. What were the trade stipulations laid out by the Navigation Acts? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3. What was the purpose of the Navigation Acts? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4. How was Pennsylvania different from the other British colonies? Describe at least 3 distinct differences. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



5. How did the Glorious Revolution in England affect the British colonies in America? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6. Support Taylor’s assertion that “(f)ar from dividing the colonists from the mother country, the Atlantic 
Ocean drew them closer together during the early to mid-eighteenth century. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7. Describe the “consumer revolution”, how it affected women in the colonies, and why it increased the 
importance of the colonies. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Pages 104-107 contain EXTREMLY important concepts to understanding the development of Colonial America. 
Be sure you carefully read these pages and understand Taylor’s key arguments. 
 

8. Explain the purpose and impact of the religious revivals of the mid-1700s. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

9. Compare and contrast the New Lights and the Old Lights. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

10. Explain what Taylor means when he states, “(f)ree choice had radical implications for a colonial society.” 
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Part II: Introduction to American Colonies Discussion Questions  
 

Directions: Responses to the following questions must be legibly handwritten in blue or black ink. All work must 
be completed in your own words and in grammatically correct complete sentences which display an understanding 
of the historical concepts related to the question. This assignment is worth 15 points and will be assessed for the 
quality of written responses. The highest scoring responses will display a clear understanding of the concepts 
discussed in the text as they relate to the questions. 
  
 

1. Who was left out of early histories of colonial America? Why?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. According to the earlier style of colonial American history, when did colonization begin? Why was this the 
case?  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3. What effect did this view of colonial American history have on the interpretation of American history?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4. What effect did the “abundance of land” have on the development of colonial America?  
 
 
 
 
 
 



5. What other nations were involved in the early colonization of the Americas? Where? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6. Describe how the “unprecedented intermixing of radically diverse people” impacted the development of 
colonial America? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7. What advantages did the Europeans have over the Native Americans and the Africans during the colonial 
period? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

8. Why does Allen Taylor state that race “was primarily a product, rather than a precondition, of 
colonization”?   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

9. Describe each of the following approaches to the study of colonial American history. 
 

a. The Atlantic Approach 
 
 
 
 



b. environmental history 
 
 
 
 
 

c. ethnohistory 
 
 
 
 
 

10. Why does Taylor choose to use the plural “American Colonies” rather than the singular “Colonial 
America” when discussing this era of history?  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

11. What is teleology? How should it be used in the study of history?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

12. Why does Taylor say it is necessary to stretch the geographic boundaries of British North America to better 
understand the colonial period?  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

13. Why does Taylor say that the study of the American Colonies is as much a “process” as it is a “place”?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 



 



 



 



 



 
 


