


What are AP courses?

* College level classes

* Colleges give credit for successful completion

» UHS offers 19 AP courses

e English Language, English Literature
e U.S. History, U.S. Government, Economics, Comparative Gov. & Politics
e Biology, Chemistry, Physics, Environmental Science
e (Calculus AB & BC, Statistics, Computer Science
e Spanish Language, French Language, German Language
e Music Theory, Art History
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Why take an AP course?

* Gain an edge in college preparation

» Stand out in the college admissions process
* Broaden your intellectual horizons

* Earn college credit

* Challenge yourself with rigorous coursework

* Save money on college tuition



Research shows us that students who take AP
courses:

* Have higher SAT scores

» Take more advanced courses in college

* Have higher GPAs in college

* Are more likely to graduate from college in 4 years



P———

Who should take an AP course?

* Students who meet course prerequisites

* Students identified by teachers or counselors as likely to be
successful

* Students who have high probability of success based on
analysis of PSAT and AP Potential

* Students who seek a challenge.
* Students who are willing to work hard!



How many AP courses are too many?

* Varies by student

e Zero in a high school career is too few



*“Do Ivy League admission committees favor AP classes or IB classes?

Elite college officials are looking for applicants who have elected the most
rigorous classes available to them. Application forms ask guidance
counselors to indicate whether a candidate's course load is the "Most
Demanding,” "Very Demanding, " "Somewhat Demanding,” etc. when
compared to what is offered in that high school.

Many high schools offer Advanced Placement Classes or an IB Program. A
few schools have both. Typically, students who pursue either an AP-laden
or IB curriculum earn the coveted "Most Demanding" label.

Admission officials don't prioritize one over the other, but you can check
with your counselor as you make your class selections, if you want to be sure
that your course load stays in "Most Demanding" range.

From www.collegeconfidential.com
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2009 UHS AP Results Overview

» 788 Student enrolled in AP classes
* 588 AP Exams Administered

* 75% Participation Rate

* 85% “Three” or Better

* Average Score 3.656

* “Equity & Excellence” = 41.2%



AP Results
o pomotod sresnd et ool 5 a2 4 e

Art History 7 4 57 2.750 0 0 3 1 0 75
Biology 26 24 92 3.500 6 8 4 4 2 75
Chemistry 33 25 76 3.920 8 10 5 1 1 92
Chinese
Language 0 1 N/A 5.000 1 0 0 0 0 100
Computer
Science A 11 8 73 4.750 6 2 0 0 0 100
Econ. -
Micro 54 34 63 3.500 4 15 10 4 1 85
Econ. -
Macro 54 30 56 3.000 3 8 8 8 3 63
English
Lang/Com
p 99 83 84 4.229 39 27 14 3 0 96
English
Lit/Comp 106 62 58 3.500 7 21 30 4 0 94
Env.
Science 55 32 58 3.844 7 16 6 3 0 91
French

Language 33 18 55 2.778 3 1 6 5 3 56
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Longitudinal Data
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I Questions -- submitted

* How do specific colleges use AP scores? It varies —
College Board provides a detailed analysis of different
school policies. This site can be found at:

* How do UHS class grades compare with AP test scores?
e Grades and exam scores are similar.
e 86% A’s & B's compared to 85% 3 or better

* Can the time after AP exams be better utilized?

e This is a good point that I will bring back to curriculum
committees.



Questions?




