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From the Principal’s Desk

Dear Parents and Guardians,

Greetings everyone! It is hoped that with these brief words, your
holidays were enjoyable as you celebrated with family and friends. All
the best is hoped for a prosperous 2008 for you and yours.

As we move forward into the new year, we have the end of our
first semester on the doorstep. As a reminder, exam days are scheduled
for January 15-18. Exam days one and two are full days of school.
Exam day three is a high school half-day — dismissed at 10:45 a.m.
Students will need to find their own transportation home or remain in a
study hall setting until normal bus runs at 2:18 p.m. Exam day 4, Friday,
Jan. 18, is a district-wide half day for students. Buses will run at 11:00
a.m. for secondary students.

Other important dates and events to consider are Futures
Planning Night, Thursday, Jan. 24, and Course Selection Night,
Thursday, Feb. 7. Both events commence at 7:00 p.m. Futures Planning
is an evening for students and parents, grades 9-12. This is an
information night concerning the college admission process. Topics of
interest include, but are not limited to; college admission essay writing,
highly selective colleges and universities, entrance exams (SAT/ACT),
UHS resources, and the most often asked question.....Where do | start?
Our Course Selection evening has two areas of focus. The auditorium
presentation is primarily targeted for current 8" grade parents. From
7:00-9:00 p.m., there will also be department representatives in the
Media Center/Library. These department members will entertain
questions pertaining to course selection for current 9", 10", and 11"
grade parents. We look forward to seeing many of you on these two
nights. Our goal is to provide valuable information that we hope assists
you and your son or daughter in future decision making.

Thank you for your time and consideration of these items
presented. Again, best wishes for a success-filled 2008 and beyond. It
continues to be a pleasure to serve as your principal. For any need you
may have, please do not hesitate to make contact at your convenience.

Warmest Regards,
Jim Fulginiti
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Please watch your eNews and future issues of the Bridge for volunteer opportunities and more book sale info.
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THE BRIDGE is a service of the Unionville High School PTO. 2007-08 Bridge

It is published on-line at http://uhs.ucfsd.org/PTO/Bridge.php
on the first of each month during the school year.
Current copies may also be picked up in the UHS Main office.

Articles submitted for THE BRIDGE should be sent to editor Tracy Hyde at tracyLwh@aol.com.
If an article may not be e-mailed, please contact Tracy Hyde at 610-925-3860 to arrange for pick up of
your article. All submissions must include contact name and phone number/email.

Full submission guidelines are posted in the Main Office and in the “Bridge” folder in the UHS PTO

mailbox in the Main Office.

Submission Deadlines
and Online Posting Dates
Deadline Online

Sun 1/20 Fri 2/1
Wed 2/20 Sat 3/1
Mon 3/24 Tue 4/l
Sun 4/20 Thurs 5/1
Tue 5/20 Sun 6/1

Unionville High School ~~ http://uhs.ucfsd.org ~~




Happy New Year! We hope you enjoyed your family time together during the school break and are starting this new

year feeling refreshed.

We thought you might be interested in knowing what the UHS PTO does with the funds we raise throughout the year.
At our December meeting we approved funding for the following project requests:

-$2300 - $2400 for assemblies by Dr. Michael Fowlin

- $4411.75 for Reference e-books, $2664 for 3-LCD Projectors

-$5576 for 4 SmartBoards, $850 for a Heat Transfer Press, $4005 for 2-Senteo Response systems

-$5873 for the Apple iPod Learning lab with 20-classic 80g iPods and Digital V oice Recorders

-$400 for the Public Art Project supplies

-$500 for the Forensic Team's National competitions for registration fees and coaching official costs.

The cost of the Reference e-books and iPod Learning Lab was reduced by the generous contribution from
the UCFSD Technology Department of $4250.

The PTO sponsored practice SAT/PSAT will be Saturday, January 12, Look for sign up information in
this newdletter.
Please plan on attending the After Prom Fashion Show on Friday, February 8" at 7PM. Don’'t missthe

fun and entertainment and chance to see fashion from local shops as well as student designed fashions.

Remember to save your old books, DV Ds, CDs, videos and computer software for our upcoming
fundraiser, the Used Book Sale, to be held on February 22" and 239, The neighbor hood collection date
will be February 2. Students collect the used books from the neighborhoods and deliver them to the high
school for sorting. Student involvement in our biggest fundraiser of the year is greatly needed and appreciated.

Our May 17" After Prom party is quickly approaching. Thisis asafe, alcohol-free event that occurs
following the prom for al juniors and seniors and their dates. Thisis aunique opportunity for UHS juniors and
seniors to enjoy an unsurpassed evening of entertainment, games, food, and the chance to win incredible prizes.
The after prom timeis, statistically, one of the most dangerous eveningsin the life of ateenager and thisis our
way of keeping them safe. All parents are urged to get involved! Please see page 6 in this edition of the Bridge
for more detailed After Prom information. Many volunteers are still needed.

Thank you to the following volunteers for recent activities:

Lynn Mg arian for managing, negotiating and presenting the enrichment project requests
Linda Riondet for organizing our Community Service coat drive
Barb LaChance, Robyn Freifelder and Linda Riondet for coordinating PTO Community Service holiday gifts
Amy Kerntle and Michelle Keil for acts of appreciation for the UHS staff
Joanne Bates and Tammy Everitt for coordinating our Alumni Reception
Rekha Doraiswamy for producing our daily enews bulletins
Tracy Hyde and Robin Kitay for production and mailing of the Bridge

Dear UHS Families,

Please come to our next PTO meeting on Tuesday, February 5™ at 7:00 PM in the high school library. All
parents are welcome.

Hope to see you there!

Carol O'Brien and Carol Catanese
UHS PTO Co-Presidents
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were presented to the following students for their

outstanding contribution in Jean Stevens' classes: R
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M acromedia Sudio M X Caitlin Olszewski , # #

Multimedia Production Andy Roche . # *
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The Computer Applications Dept. will be offering a
new AP Computer Science yearlong course based on
the Java programming language. The prerequisite
for thecourseisaB or better in Algebrall and
competence in written communication. The course
isopen to 10-12 graders.
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Thirty-two students will be attending the FBLA
Regional Leadership Competition on January 10" held
at Henderson High School.  We wish them well in the I " I
various business category competitions. Advisor Mrs. #

Erika Tessitore and Department Chair Jean Stevens $ ! 2 & H
will accompany the students. " " :
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Jennifer L. Rehmeyer, Senior Associate Director of
High School Programs for the Art Institute of
Philadel phia gave a dynamic presentation to the
Multimedia Production classes of Jean Stevens.
Employment opportunities were discussed along the
various degree offerings. Jennifer also demonstrated The Ski Club has set the following dates
movies, television commercials, and graphic designs for trips this year:
created by the University students.

Saturday January 12~ Blue Mountain, day trip
Sunday January 20 Elk Mountain, day trip

o " Saturday February 2 Camelback, night trip
I+ o Saturday February 23 Bear Creek, afternoon/eve. trip
Studentsin Multimedia Productions classes created Saturday March 1 Camelback (time to be decided)

two-minute commercials utilizing software called Final
Cut Express HD along with filming in front of a green
screen (curtain) hanging in the classroom. Student
projects for the 2007 school year can be view at the
following web site:

http://web.mac.com/jstevens1485.
Congratulations to the students for their creative work.

All UHS students are welcome on the trips. Sign-ups are on
afirst-come, first-served basis. Information on trips and the
sign-up dates will be given on the morning announcements.
Chaperones are needed and will receive a complimentary
coach busride, lift ticket, and ski or snowboard rental. If
you are interested in chaperoning, please email Lori Snyder,
Ski Club Advisor, at |snyder@ucfsd.org.  Think snow!
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PRACTICE TESTS

what: ACT, SAT and PSAT practice tests offered

when; Saturday, January 12, 2008

time: 8:00 am check in and practice tests will begin around 8:15

where: 3 classrooms will be used, one per type of practice test (LG, library, and a regular classroom)
cost: $15 made out to UHS PTO

* |f you need financial assistance, please call your counselor or Audrey Avery and it will be provided
* The proceeds from this testing are used by the PTO for the school and students.
register: Please send your check and the following information by Jan. 8, 2008 to
Audrey Avery, 720 Isaac Taylor Drive, West Chester, PA 19382
or place in practice test box in main office of high school.

"

Student name Student grade

e-mail in case of inclement weather and to get further information:

Please circle the test you will be taking: PSAT SAT ACT

! " { ’
$ %& ' ( ) $ $ = J

* PLEASE CONTRIBUTE *
The Unionville-Chadds Ford 2008 Community Scholar ship Fund

The Unionville-Chadds Ford Community Scholarship Fund awards scholarship dollars
to high achieving Unionville High School graduating seniors.
Donorsto the Unionville-Chadds Ford Community Scholarship Fund will be listed and thanked in the 2008 graduation
program and in the high school newdletter. 1f you or your business would like to contribute and support this worthwhile
community fund, please complete and return the form below.

M ake checks payable to: UCF Community Scholarship Fund
Mail payment to: UCF Community Scholarship Fund
Unionville High School, 750 Unionville Road, Kennett Square, PA 19348

Name:

Address:

Please include my name in the commencement program:
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* 2008 After Prom X

After Prom 2008 is up and running- but there are still volunteer needs and there is still time to get involved.
If you have volunteered and not heard back, please email again and be patient with us! (Thank you!)
With over 300 volunteers needed we may have accidentally
misplaced some names and we apologize if that happened to you.

Committees that still need volunteers:

. Ceilling - Put up ceiling decorations on Wed 5/14 and/or take down on Sun 5/18.

. Electrical - Help run cords to supply power on Fri 5/16 or Sat 5/17.

. Entertainment - Help plan and execute music, shows, other entertainment during After Prom.
. Fashion Show - Help backstage the night of the show Fri February 8.

. IT/ VIDEO - Help with producing video and associated IT over next few months.

. Photography/Video - Help take and/or collect pictures.

. Prizes - Help collect prizes for drawings & give-aways during After Prom.

. Security - Chaperone & make sure our students stay safe during After Prom.

. Take Down - Help remove decorations and return to storage on Sun 5/18.

10. Wall of Honor- Make a poster for After Prom to thank all donors.

© 00 N O 0o~ W N P

Thank you! Barbara Siegel, UHS After Prom Volunteer Database 610-347-1874
Nancy Berry, Steering Committee 610-388-9634
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IMPORTANT DATES

January 1 First day the FAFSA can be submitted; sooner the better

January 8 Financial Aid Information Night, 6:30-9:30PM at Delaware County Community College (DCCC)

January 18 Junior Planning Conferences scheduled to begin

January 24 Future Planning Night, 7-9PM at UHS

February 1 Course selection night at UHS

February 15 Many colleges set this as the deadline for initial FAFSA applications

March 1 SAT test at UHS

March 3-14 AP Registration

April 12 ACT at UHS

April 29 2008 MAIN LINE REGIONAL COLLEGE FAIR, Villanova University

May 5-16 AP Testing

May 14 College Planning at a Glance Night at UHS

May 19 Colleges That Change Lives Information Session & College Fair (www.ctcl.com) in King Of Prussia

May 21 Senior Awards Night at UHS

June 4 Graduation, at The University of Delaware

PA GOVERNOR'S SCHOOLS OF EXCELLENCE The PGSE is a five-week long, full-scholarship, residential
program on college campuses where students are engaged in an enrichment learning program. Selection is highly
competitive with applications judged by college faculty and state officials. Final deadlines:

Completed PA Governor’s Schools of Excellence applications are due to School Counselors:
PGSE for the Agricultural Sciences- due to School Counselors by 1/18/08
PGSE for Global Entrepreneurship- due to School Counselors by 1/18/08
PGSE for Health Care- due to School Counselors by 1/18/08
PGSE for Information, Society & Technology- due to School Counselors by 1/18/08

For applications and more information, go to www.pgse.org
JUNIOR PLANNING CONFERENCES Conferences for juniors, their parents/guardians, and their school counselor

are scheduled to begin during the third Marking Period. Letters will be mailed home to all junior parents in mid-
January with instructions for setting up conference dates.

FUTURE PLANNING NIGHT FOR FAMILIES The Counseling Center is once again sponsoring a Future Planning
Night for Families. It will be held on Thursday, January 24", 2008, 7-9PM. Topics include: How to Make Your
College Visit Worthwhile; Writing Your College Essay; Financial Aid; and the Admissions Office Perspective.

COLLEGE VISITS Juniors should take advantage of any days off between now and the end of the school year to
visit colleges they might want to attend. Many colleges hold Open Houses - check websites for dates. For tips on
making your college visit worthwhile, go to www.collegeconfidential.com/college_search/visits - this site also has
campus visit reports.

A representative from the US AIR FORCE will be visiting UHS on January 8, 2008.

A RESPIRATORY THERAPY CAREER COUNSELOR will be in the Career Center on Tuesday, January 8, 2008 at
12:40 to talk to interested students about a career in a field that is expected to grow by 26%.

NCAA Register with www.ncaaclearinghouse.net in the spring of your junior year if you plan to play a Division |
or Il sport in college. Provide Mrs. Williams in the Counseling Center with Release Copy 1 and 2 for current
transcript and final transcript.

COLLEGE APPLICATIONS Seniors who have a college application deadline of January 15, 2008 MUST have their
completed paperwork to their School Counselor by January 2, 2008.
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COLLEGE ACCEPTANCES Students are asked to bring in copies of their letters of acceptance, offers of
admission, letters of denial and scholarship/award letters to Ms. Vaughn in the Career Center. This information is
used to compile accurate statistical information for Naviance, state reports and our records.

SEND MID-YEAR REPORTS TO ACCEPTED COLLEGES Most colleges/universities require Mid-Year Grades as
part of the application. Mid-Year Grade Reports are a report card of your first semester grades, including mid-year
exam grades. Seniors should provide the Counseling Center with a stamped, business-sized envelope addressed to
the college admissions office. Please make sure to put your name on the inside flap of the envelope.

The AUTOMOTIVE TRAINING CENTER will host their Annual High School Scholarship Competition at their
Exton Campus on January 16, 2008, at 6PM. Seniors interested in attending can register for the scholarship test
online at www.autotraining.edu. Tours of the campus and a Parent Information Session will also take place that
evening.

UNIVERSAL TECHNICAL INSTITUTE’s (UTI) automotive schools, a nationwide provider of ASE/NATEF Master
Certified* post-secondary technical education training, is having an Open House on February 14, 2008, 10am-3pm
at the Exton campus. Get the training needed for a career as an Automotive, Diesel or Collision Repair & Refinishing
technician in a little more than a year.

REMINDER TO MALE STUDENTS: Federal law states that men must register within 30 days of their 18" birthday.
They can register on-line at www.sss.gov or at any post office. If a student doesn't register, they can risk their
eligibility for future college loans and grants.

JOB OPPORTUNITIES Part-time job opportunities are received in the Counseling Center on a regular basis and
posted on the Job Opportunities Board. Please check the board for evening and weekend jobs. Volunteer
opportunities are displayed as well.

TESTING

PSAT- Results from the PSAT tests were distributed to students on December 4, 2007; several still remain
unclaimed in the Counseling Center. If you go to this site: http://www.collegeboard.com/prof/counselors/tests/psat/
understand.html#schools you can read about PSAT score interpretation. Also on that page, you'll find a link to a
chart that offers estimates of how junior PSAT scores predict junior SAT scores (You'll find that link in the section
titted “Using PSAT/NMSQT Scores To Estimate SAT Scores”)

SAT College-bound juniors should plan to take the SAT here at UHS on March 1, 2008. The deadline to register is
January 29, 2008. The earlier you register, the better; it's a popular SAT date. Register online at
www.collegeboard.com

The PSSA WRITING Assessment will be given in English classes to all 11th graders- February 12, 13, 14, 2008.

The PSSA MATH & READING Tests will be given to all 11" graders- April 1, 2, 3, 2008.

The PLAN test will be given to 10" graders on 2 of 3 days during April 1, 2, 3, 2008. This test predicts how well-
prepared students are for the ACT.

College-bound juniors who wish to take the ACT at UHS on April 12, 2008, are reminded that the deadline to register
is March 7, 2008. Information for registering online and for Preparing for the ACT is in the Counseling Center.

The PSSA SCIENCE Assessment will be given to all 11th graders- April 29, 30, May 1, 2008.

ADVANCED PLACEMENT EXAM REGISTRATION will take place March 3-14, 2008 in the Counseling Center. All
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FINANCIAL AID

DCCC is hosting a EINANCIAL AID INFORMATION NIGHT on January 8, 2008, 6:30-9:30PM at their main campus.
This is an excellent evening of information about the FAFSA, PHEAA Grants and Loans, Education Loans and
Smart Borrowing, Education Planner, the CSS Financial Aid Profile form, and Financial Aid Q and A.

FinAid The website, www.finaid.org is an excellent source for honest financial aid information.

FAFSA The official website for information on the Free Application for Federal Student Aid is www.fafsa.ed.gov .
There are similar FAFSA-related websites but this is the one to use when filing your FAFSA on the Web. To save
time, both students and parents should apply for a PIN. Each year that you apply for financial aid you can use your
PIN to access and electronically sign your FAFSA. You and your parents do not need to apply for a new PIN from
one year to the next. The PIN stays the same. You will use it to sign your application electronically, check and make
changes to your application and access your Student Aid Report.

The FAFSA may also be used to apply for aid from other sources, such as your state or school. Those deadlines
may be different from the federal deadlines and you may be required to complete additional forms. FAFSA applica-
tions cannot be submitted before January 1, 2008, but the sooner you get it in, the better, even if you have not filed
your income tax return. First time applicants be careful of the deadlines for all financial aid forms set by the colleges
you have applied to — they may be as early as February 15, 2008. FAFSA has a great customer service line.

SCHOLARSHIPS If School Counselor input is required (official transcript, GPA, recommendation, etc.), scholarship
applications must be given to your School Counselor at least 10 school days before the application deadline. If the
application is to be mailed, students must provide stamps and an 10"x13” envelope. A list of scholarships is kept on
the Counseling Center website at http://uhs.ucfsd.org/counseling/counselingindex.htm More information is available
in the Career Center in the Scholarship Binder. For advice on how to search for scholarships, see the article below
entitled Where the College Scholarships Are.

www.collegeboard.com/parents/pay/scholarships-aid/21403.html
Develop Your Scholarship Strategy

Although most student aid comes in the form of federal education loans and grants from colleges, scholarships-with
their lure of "free money"-get a huge amount of attention from students and their parents. If you decide to invest your
time in a search for scholarships, it® important to have an organized system to find, apply for, and win scholarship
money.

Start With a Personal Inventory

Most of the information you will be asked for on a scholarship search questionnaire will be easy to come up with --
year in school, citizenship, state of residence, religion, ethnic background, disability, military status, employer,
membership organizations, and so forth.

Beyond those questions, you will have to give some thought to your academic, extracurricular, and career plans.
You should ask yourself:

Do | want to participate in a competition? If so, what are my talents and interests?

What subject do | plan to major in?

What career do | plan to pursue?

Do | want to apply for all types of aid or only scholarships?

(Continued on page 10)
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(Continued from page 9)

Your answers to these questions will help determine your scholarship eligibility. Take your time brainstorming and
don®overlook anything-the more personal characteristics you discover, the more scholarships you could potentially

apply for.

Research Local Scholarships First

In general, the smaller the geographical area a scholarship covers, the better your chances of winning. Begin with
your high school counseling office. Counselors will know about scholarships for students graduating from your high
school. They may also be aware of scholarships for residents of your town, county, and state.

Your next stop should be the college aid section of your public library. Most libraries will have a number of books
about financial aid, including scholarship guides such as the College Board® Scholarship Handbook. They also may
have information on local scholarships.

Then it® time to start looking at large national scholarships such as Reserve Officer Training Corps (ROTC),
National Merit, Gates Millennium, Intel Science, Coca-Cola, and Robert Byrd.

Check Membership Organizations and Employers

You should never have to pay for scholarship information. Organizations of all types and sizes sponsor scholarships-
leave no stone unturned. Explore categories you might not have considered, such as religious, community service,
fraternal, military, union, and professional.

And don®forget your parents. Many large companies offer scholarships or tuition programs for children of
employees. If you are uncertain, ask your parent to check with his or her human resources department.

Don®overlook student jobs. Employers like fast food chains, department stores, and supermarkets often give
scholarships. Awards related to student employment can come from unexpected sources. For example, there are a
number of scholarships for golf caddies.

Use a Free Scholarship Search Service

A scholarship search company collects information on hundreds of awards and compares your student
characteristics with scholarship restrictions. Based on your answers to a questionnaire, you will receive a list of
possible scholarships. It is up to you to decide which ones you will try for.

You should never have to pay for scholarship information. If you@e asked to pay a fee for "exclusive" scholarship
leads, there® a good chance your scholarship service is really a scholarship scam.

Some free scholarship search services:

www.collegeboard.com “Scholarship Search”-collegeboard.com® student tool

www.FastWeb.com

www.SRNexpress.com

www.CollegeAnswer.com Use the “Scholarship Search” link

Contact Your State Department of Higher Education

Almost every state has a scholarship program for residents -- keep in mind, however, that awards are usually limited
to students who attend college in-state. For example, the Pennsylvania Higher Education Assistance Agency offers

(Continued on page 11)
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(Continued from page 10)

the NEW ECONOMY TECHNOLOGY SCHOLARSHIP (NETS) to academically-qualified Pennsylvanians who
decide to attend in-state colleges and universities and agree to work full-time in PA following graduation, one year
for each year that a scholarship is received.

Research Institutional Scholarships

Since the vast majority of all scholarship money is disbursed by colleges, it makes sense to research what kinds of
scholarships are available at the schools that interest you. Check out college websites, catalogs, and financial aid
offices for this information. Institutional awards can be offered on a university-wide basis, or within a particular
college or major. Eligibility for such awards can be based on merit, financial need, intended major, ethnicity, or a
variety of other factors. Here are some questions you might want to ask about these awards:

Are scholarships awarded automatically if a student matches certain criteria (such as GPA or SAT® score)?

What is the application procedure? What materials are required?

Is the award renewable? What are the requirements to maintain the award?

Scholarship Application Tips
Once you®e created a list of scholarships that interest you, check out How to Apply for a Scholarship at
www.collegeboard.com for advice on creating a winning application.

College-bound seniors should remember that your COUNSELORS NEED UP TO TEN SCHOOL DAYS TO
PROCESS SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATIONS.

EMERGENCY SCHOOL CLOSING PROCEDURES

Each year the possibility of impassable roads, hazardous driving conditions, and mechanical breakdown '—[%
of heating or water systems makes it necessary to plan for such emergencies. When weather forecasts

indicate the possibility of hazardous driving conditions or impassable roads, the decision to close school

will be made prior to 5:45 AM on the day of the closing. (In rare, extreme circumstances the decision may be made
the night prior to the closure). The decision will be announced periodically by the following radio and television sta-
tions (listen for the UCFSD SCHOOL CLOSING NUMBER 850):

Radio Stations
WCOQJ - Coatesville (1420 AM) WDEL - Wilmington (1150 AM) WKYW - Philadelphia (1060 AM) #850
WJIBR - Wilmington (99.5 FM) WSTW - Wilmington (93.7 FM) WILM - Wilmington (1450 AM)

Television Stations
WGAL - Lancaster (Channel 8) WCAU - Philadelphia (Channel 10) WPVI - Philadelphia (Channel 6)
FOX - Philadelphia (Channel 29)

To be notified of school closings/delays you may sign up for the district listserv at
http://www.ucfsd.org/communications/listserv.html

For more information regarding school delays and criteria, please go to: http://www.ucfsd.org/closinginfo.html
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